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Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou ka ora ai te iwi

Image from Te Papa, Museum of New Zealand website: 

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/images. 

With your food basket and 

my food basket, 

the people will thrive

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/images


A question to ponder

What values might be at the heart of a positive learning & teaching environment – for 

students and teachers?



My university’s values

• Manaakitanga

• Kaitiakitanga

• Whai mātauranga

• ​Whanaungatanga

• Akoranga



My university’s values

• Manaakitanga

• Kaitiakitanga

• Whai mātauranga

• Whanaungatanga

• Akoranga

To show respect, generosity and hospitality

To protect and guard [knowledge]

To pursue knowledge

A collective sense of belonging

To learn AND to teach





A question to ponder

• What are your university’s values? 



Ngā Mokopuna and Te Herenga Waka marae and 
wharenui (carved meeting house)

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/maori-at-victoria/marae/nga-whare/te-tumu-herenga-waka 



Summer Scholarships1



Summer Scholarships for Senior Students

• Third year and above

• Learn about research by working on a real research project with a professor 

and/or community-based researchers/organisations

• 10 weeks, 40 hours a week, $8000, November-February



Summer Scholarship Brings Values to Life1



https://www.maori.sustainability-projects.co.nz/

https://www.maori.sustainability-projects.co.nz/


Ako in Action: A student-staff partnership programme

2



Ako = to teach AND to learn

• Two students from different disciplines are paired up with a professor not from either of their 

subject areas

• They observe the professor teaching (and can also observe their teaching materials, course 

design, etc)

• All three participants meet to discuss what was observed and how student learning could be 

enhanced



Students as partners in 
learning and teaching in HE

Healey, et al, 2016 



“Making sure students aren’t just a tick box”

Evaluating the ‘Student 

Voice Australia’ Pilot, 

Louth, et al (2019)



Active Student Participation (Uppsala)

Barrineau, et al, 2019



https://www.students.org.nz/whiria-nga-rau

https://www.students.org.nz/whiria-nga-rau


Ako in Action



Ako in Action Students Receive…

• A scholarship (if grades are high enough) 
or vouchers (gas, shopping, etc) and/or 
extracurricular points

• At least 4 training sessions

• A workbook

• Mentoring

• Celebration event



Ako in Action Staff Partners Receive…

Staff receive 

• Consultation on teaching, course 
design or project development

• At least 1 training session

• Guidelines

• Mentoring

• Celebration event



Principles of partnership 

Respect 

Reciprocity

Responsibility

Cook-Sather, Bovill, & Felten (2014)

Manaakitanga and 
whanaungatanga

Akoranga and 

whai mātauranga

Kaitiakitanga

Ako in Action (Victoria Uni of Wellington)



Weeks Value/theme Principles Activities
1 Whanaungatanga Connection and belonging Introductions, aims & expectations (student-led), 

practice videos

2 Manaakitanga Respect and hospitality Launch event with previous participants (students and 
staff) who bring food & share their experiences

3 Whai mātauranga Curiosity Learning to listen exercises, practice ‘first meeting’ with 
award winner/associate dean, partnerships confirmed

4 Akoranga Reciprocity Sharing first meeting and/or first observation or 
consultation highlights and challenges

5 Kaitiakitanga Responsibility/stewardship Supporting each other’s partnerships, sharing notes, 
international student perspective

6 Hauora Health and wellbeing Checking in (on partnerships)
Checking up (on self-care)

7-10 Awhina Support Optional peer mentoring & sharing sessions

11 Rangatiratanga Leadership Closing session, celebration, looking forward – students 
and staff together

Ako in Action Weekly Sessions



Co-designing Ako in Action

2018: (T2) Pilot 
co-delivered 
(7 students, 9 

staff)

2018 (T1): 
Co-Design of SaP

programme 
(3 students, 3 

staff)

2017: Change 
Institute in 
Canada (2 

students, 2 staff)

2019: Ako in 

Action launched

( 53 participants)

2020-2025: AiA
Continues through 
COVID and beyond
(250+ participants so far)

Students as Partners 

research started

Principles of 

partnership 

developed

Online pivot

Development of 

new resources

Reflective logs



https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/
books/power-of-partnership/

https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/books/power-of-partnership/






But does any of it work?!



I’ve started to realise that teaching and 

learning are so intrinsically linked that 

teachers really are life-long learners, and 

the academics who participate in Ako in 

Action demonstrate this



It’s not perfect…



Not all 

sunshine

After initial consultations etc, and some 
feedback meetings, things fizzled out. I was 

too busy too chase this up, the student 
participants no doubt had their own work to 

do, so it sort of died naturally. Perhaps a more 
focused programme would be useful…

Maybe the programme can match the 
students and academic staff earlier in the 
trimester. My two students only had the 

chance to attend my lecture once because 
they were really busy in the second half of the 

trimester . 



Your perspectives and questions

• What values might be at the heart of a positive learning & teaching environment?

• What does your university value?

• What values matter to you personally?

• Do your students share these values (the university’s and/or yours)?
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Contemporary Approaches to University Teaching MOOC

https://theslowacademic.com/contemporary-approaches-to-university-teaching/

Reflective Practice Article: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1101277.pdf

Reflection Toolkit (UK): https://reflection.ed.ac.uk/

https://theslowacademic.com/contemporary-approaches-to-university-teaching/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1101277.pdf
https://reflection.ed.ac.uk/

